Detection by S-100 immunolabelling of interdigitating reticulum cells in human thymomas.
In the light of recent findings concerning the presence of S-100 antigen in interdigitating reticulum cells (IRC's) in the normal human thymus, we investigated the possible presence of these cells in human thymomas. By the unlabelled antibody PAP method, using an anti-S-100 antiserum, both by light and electron microscopy we were able to demonstrate immunolabelled IRC's in the majority of spindle cell and in some round-oval cell thymomas. Keeping in mind the possible role of IRC's in intrathymic T-cell differentiation, the present findings could be relevant in the better comprehension of this thymic neoplasm.